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February 1, 2021 

 
Come early and join the early birds to chat.  

The meeting this month is at 7:30PM.  The 

speaker for the evening will be George Ruff. 

George will be speaking on meteorites. 

Don’t forget to bring a sample of the mineral of 

the month…tourmaline and fossil of the 

month…cephalopod.  
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Prez. Box 
Good, Clean, Dirty, Fun 

Whoever would have thought that getting dirty 
could be so much fun!! And boy did we get dirty at 
our club dig at the Hogg Mine. We had a great 
turnout for the dig and from the looks of it 
everybody, we all had a lot of fun. Rose quartz and 
Mica were in abundance and easy to find. 

Although, after years of collecting, the good pieces 
are getting harder to find, now it takes more work 
and digging to find the worthwhile stuff. It has 
been a long time for many of our members to have 
collected at the mine. We were all excited to see 
what has change these last few years.  With the 
machine dig, many of the rocks were covered in 
mud, which made identification a little harder. If I 
found a hint of clear pink it went into the bucket to 
be washed later at home. Nowadays, it is getting a 
little harder to climb around on the rocks and also 
to load them up and get them back to the pickup. 
Sometimes exhausting but always fun and 
rewarding.  

Digging for rocks and getting dirty just go hand in 
hand. Pam loves to find a spot and start digging. 
She always finds great material, but by the end of 
the day I won’t let her into the truck. So, it is 
standard practice for us to bring a change of 
clothes. It is a fun drive home for us, tired, 
exhausted and feeling like we just did something 
fun and rewarding.  

Our Savannah River shark expedition offers a 
slightly different twist. The fresh air and 
excitement are there, along with a brisk boat ride, 
the getting dirty part is not so much. The sand and 
water help keep things a lot cleaner. Although 
there is muck available to play in, I would not 
recommend it. The muck along the river bank is a 
sticky gooey mess. Mother nature has made a good 
recipe for this quagmire.  

Big Thanks to Jay for putting together these trips 
for us.  It takes a lot of effort and phone calls to put 
these trips on.  

Looking forward to our member George’s program 
on meteorites. It should be a spacey and 
informative program for us all. Meteorites do have 
an impact on our lives. 

What do you all think of the 7pm start time for our 
meetings? Do you want it to continue? If we do, we 
will need to go through the official process to make 
it so. I’ll bring it up for discussion at our next 
meeting where I hope to see you all! Rock on! And 
stay safe 

http://www.midgagms.org/
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Prez Bill 

**** What are your thoughts? 

2021 is starting out rougher than last year. 

COVID-19 is not going away anytime soon. 

We have been having our meetings regardless, 

but it may be time to rethink them again. Many 

clubs and events are being held with zoom 

meetings. I am not that tech savvy on how to 

have these but it may be the way to go for us. It 

would limit our contact and also, may increase 

meeting attendance too. I am looking at our 

March meeting to be held this way. in 

the meantime, we all need to learn about how 

to do these types of meetings, and possibly buy 

a small camera to enable ourselves to be 

viewed. Our cell phones could be used for 

this purpose too. Are you in favor of having 

such meetings? Let your board know what your 

thoughts are on this matter. Stay safe 

Prez Bill 

 

Mid Georgia Meeting Minutes 
December 7,2020 

   Bill Mayer called the December monthly 

meeting and Annual Club Christmas Party to 

order at 7 P.M. with 12 members in attendance. 

   The business meeting was put on hold for a 

short while as everyone ate there “bring your 

own dinner”. There was a table with drinks and 

chips for all to have.  

    Adoption of the minutes:    The reading of 

the minutes from the October and November 

meetings to be taken from the newsletter. A 

motion was made and the members approved. 

   Treasurer report:    Susan was taking dues 

and said members could pay at the next 

meeting. 

    Programs:   Jay talked about two upcoming 

Field Trips for the Club. The Hogg Mine Dig in 

Lagrange, Ga. is scheduled for December 19, 

2020. There was a sign-up sheet and Release 

Form for those going. Everyone is to meet at 

the McDonalds to follow the caravan to the 

site; remember to get there early the group will 

leave out at 10 A.M. sharp. Jay also mentioned 

the Jones Island Dig in Savannah, Ga. on 

January 9, 2021, saying to be at the docks by 9 

A.M. He has several boats lined up and spoke 

about some of the previous trips’ findings. As 

of now there is a waiting list in case some one 

can not attend. 

   Bill gave thanks and praise to Tina and Jay 

for the hard work done on the Club Christmas 

Tree for the Festival of Trees at the Museum of 

Arts and Sciences. Bill and Pam handed out 

raffle tickets for the gift exchange and everyone 

got to pick out a gift. Bill also passed out 

tickets for anyone who wanted to be in the 

drawing for the club scholarship. Jay was 

awarded the Scholarship and Pam is the 

alternate. Neil will also be going since Covid-

19 prevented him from going this year. 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:05 P.M. 

  

Respectively submitted by 

  Al Steffanini 

 
****Special Notes: We have had a major loss 

in the club, Jack Jones passed away. Our 

sympathy goes out to the Jones family.  Neil 

Cowan’s wife passed on this Monday. Our 

sympathy goes out to the Cowan family. Jim S. 

is in the hospital. Several of our members are 

having health issues so keep them in your 

thoughts.  Keep yourselves safe. 

 

Club Christmas Party 

 
Social distancing was used at the party and unless 

you were eating or drinking, people were asked to 

wear a mask.  In attendance were Bill and Pam, Jay 

http://www.midgagms.org/
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and Maxine, Eddie and Launa, Al and Sherrill, 
Sylvia, Susan, Tina, and George. Photo by Jay. 

 

Fun at Hogg Mine 
(All photos are from Al Steffanini) 

 
Pam finding pink quartz. 

 

 
Bill hunting with his scooper. 

 

 
Sylvia and grandchildren 

 

 
Jay and Bill illustrating social distancing. 

 

 
Jim with his five-gallon bucket 

 

 
Tina and Katelyn looking for beryl atop ice on the 

bank. 

 

 
Susan in the machine dig area.   

 

 Although the previous week’s rain, the cold 

temperatures that turned it to ice and the wonderful 
sun that thawed the ice creating more red mud that 

most of us wanted on our shoes, it was a 

wonderfully day warming up to about 67 degrees 

Fahrenheit by afternoon. Everyone found plenty to 
take home. It was a surprise for all that there was 

machinery working to uncover new material. Some 

ventured into the mud while others went to the back 
portion of the mine to hunt for rose quartz and 

smoky quartz.  All in all, it was a great day.   

 

http://www.midgagms.org/
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  This was a wild and crazy field trip.  I had 
two boats lined up to take us to the Jones Island.  

As Tom and I were arriving in Savannah I got a call 

that the truck pulling the boat coming from Atlanta 
broke down, the fuel pump went out, and it would 

take a couple of days to repair the truck.  Needless 

to say, that threw a monkey wrench into our plans. 

The boats could only hold 8 people each.   
Everybody was in route or in Savannah already 

except one person who was coming down in the 

morning.  I called Ryan and told him not to come in 
the morning because we had one less boat.  But we 

still had nine people going so what was I to do?  

The only person left was the boat owner’s friend.   

Everett is the boat owner so I gave him a call.  
Luckily, his friend had things come up and had to 

cancel. We were good for now thank goodness.  It 

drizzled all day Friday.  Tom and I went to Fort 
Hawkins Friday and we were looking across the 

Savannah River at Jones Island and the wind was 

blowing 15 to 20 mph down the river.  A tug boat 
was going up the river and the waves hitting the 

bow of the tug boat were spraying across the whole 

length of it; not a good omen for sure!   

 Bill, Susan, Tom and I all stayed at the 
same Ramada Inn Friday night.  Don’t stay at the 

Ramada it needs a lot of updating/repairs.  Saturday 

morning it 370F.  Tom and I decided that after 
watching the Tug Boat yesterday, rain gear was 

needed for sure!  The four of us caravanned to a 

Walmart. We brought some rain gear and left two 
trucks at Walmart.  When we arrived at the boat 

landing by Tybee Island, everyone else was there, 

ready to go.  Life jackets were put on and off we 

went.  The boat was fully loaded and could not 
plane out and our max speed was 11 mph with the 

wind and tide and about 6 mph against the wind and 

tide. 
We had to go almost out to sea to get 

around the jetties at the mouth of the river running 

from the island that Fort Hawkins is on.  The waves 

were getting bigger and the wind was picking up. 
As we were getting ready to turn up the river a Pilot 

boat races by.  The waves from the boat came 

crashing over the bow of our boat.   Tom and 
Juergen were sitting on the bow and both got 

inundated. 

 
left to right Juergen, Susan, Everett, Tom, and Bill 

(photo by Jay) 

      Tom was lucky he just bought a rain suit 

because Juergen clothes got soaked and water 

poured into his boots.  A foot of water was in the 
floor of the boat for a while until it drained out.  

The wind was blowing down the river at 10mph.  

We were getting sprayed from time to time but not 
like yesterday.     Did I say it was cold if not it is!!!  

It was cloudy but at least no rain.  A huge freighter 

was coming down the river towards us with another 
pilot boat following it.  The freighter slowed down 

before it got to us and that made the pilot boat slow 

down also.  Thank goodness he did so the waves 

were not too bad compared to the first pilot boat. 
 We made our way up the river a way, just 

past the Coast Guard Station on Cockspur Island 

that is across from Jones Island.  Everett tells us 
that we have used 30% of our fuel and we need to 

have enough to get back to the landing.  Everett 

filled the boat with gas and it holds 60 gallons just 
to let everyone know.   

 
(photo by Bill) Cockspur Island Lighthouse  

 

We were planning to go to the far end of Jones 
Island which is about another 4 miles up the river.  

We went 3 miles in little over an hour so we have to 

ditch the idea of going up further.   So, we tried to 

http://www.midgagms.org/
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go to shore on Jones Island and started to run 
aground way before getting to shore.   Everett 

decided to beach the boat.  The boat stopped 25 feet 

from the shoreline.  We will have to wade to shore 

from the boat it was a little less then knee deep. 
 We made it to Jones Island, yah!  There 

were sand dunes on the island along with a wide 

beach.  Everett stayed close to the boat moving the 
anchor out and in with the tide.  Everett was great 

about working with all our issues.    We stayed on 

the island a little over two hours.  The sun actually 
came out for a while.  I found 11 shark’s teeth, Ray 

dentals, and tail pieces along with some bone 

fragments.  Bill found a big whale vertebrate; it was 

the find of the day.   We waded back to the boat and 
everyone climbed back into the boat and Everett 

and I pushed off the beached boat.   It was not a bad 

trip going down the river with the wind to our 
backs.   

 
Wading to the boat (photo by Bill)  

Once we made it around Cockspur Island, we were 

facing the wind and waves and getting sprayed 

again.  We finally made it to our cars about 2:30pm.   

 
(photo by Bill) Pelicans behind the boat. 

 
 Bill, Susan, Tom, and I stopped to feast on 

a low country boil (yummy) before heading home.   

This will definitely be a trip to remember!  

By: Jay Batcha (Field Trip Chairperson)  

 

          Tourmaline from Maine 

Tourmaline consists of sodium, iron, boron, 

aluminum, silicon, oxygen, magnesium, 

calcium, and lithium. The lithium variety is 

Elbaite and is red (specifically rubellite), blue 

(specifically indicolite), and green (verdelite, 

known within the gem trade).  The calcium 

variety is Uvite and is white.  The magnesium 

variety is Dravite and is garnet-red and 

brown.  The sodium-iron variety without the 

lithium is Schorl and is black.  A colorless 

variety is achroite. Luster is glassy. Hexagonal 

(ditrigonal, pyramidal} crystals are found in 

metamorphic and igneous rocks, most 

commonly in pegmatites.  It forms under high 

pressure and temperature.  Tourmaline has a 

hardness of 7-7.5 and a specific gravity of 3-

3.3.  An uneven to conchoidal fracture is 

exhibited. Tourmaline is used as gemstones and 

for its piezoelectric characteristics in the 

manufacture of pressure gauges. Tourmaline is 

found in many areas with metamorphic and 

igneous rocks. Exquisite watermelon 

Tourmaline can be found in Maine.  Gem-

quality tourmaline has been found in Brazil, 

South Africa (green), Elba (pink), Ural 

http://www.midgagms.org/
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Mountains (deep red), Nepal, and Afghanistan. 

Occurrences of Tourmaline have been 

described in the Georgia Geologic Survey 

Bulletin 92 in eighteen counties in Georgia, 

most being of the Schorl and Dravite varieties, 

however, there are probably numerous other 

counties in the Piedmont and Blue Ridge that 

have undocumented occurrences.  The word 

“tourmaline” is derived from “turimali”, a 

name given to the early gem stones of Sri 

Lanka. 

Cephalopod 

 
 

The fossil of the month is cephalopod.  

Cephalopods were multi-chambered, shelled 

aquatic sea dwelling invertebrates. 

Cephalopods had a distinct head and tentacles.  

They propelled themselves through the water 

column by jetting water through their body 

cavity.  They were most abundant during the 

Paleozoic era (500 million years ago), but also 

existed in the Mesozoic era (230 million years 

ago).  Cephalopods could be elongate or 

circular in appearance and could range in size 

from less than ¼ inch to 10 feet (Endoceras) in 

length.  Elongate specimens are rare because of 

their breaking apart due to the energy of the 

environments that they may have been 

deposited in and due to the erosion of the 

sedimentary rock, post deposition.  Circular 

specimens can be obtained because they were 

less susceptible to breakage pre- and post-

deposition and are usually found in pockets of 

sedimentary rock, that when split in half, reveal 

an intact specimen. Only one cephalopod 

species lives today, the pearly nautilus, aka the 

Chambered Nautilus, of the W. Pacific Ocean. 

Eddie Williams 

***Special Note 

Aturia alabamiensis, a nautiloid has been 

described in literature as being present at 

Shell Bluff in Georgia.    

(georgiasfossils.com) 

 

No digs are planned at this time with our club, 

however if digs are made available a separate 

e-mail/ phone call will be sent/ made.  

 

*** Due to Covid-19 shows may be 

cancelled. Check before you go!!! Many of 

the Tucson shows have moved to April.  

 

The 5th Annual Athens Rock, Gem, Mineral, 

Fossil and Jewelry Show 

March 5-March 7, 2021 

Friday-Saturday: 10-6 

Sunday 11-5  

300 N Thomas Street 

Athens, Georgia 30606 

The Classic Center, Grand Hall 8 

Mark Woods: 706-296-9467 

 

First published in Gem Clips 1988 from Rock Chips 

1988 

There once was a man who liked rocks but 

stored them in the attic. His wife was puzzled 

and asked, “What good are your rocks just 

stored in the attic?” The man replied, “when I 

die, I plan on picking the rocks up on my way 

to Heaven.” The man died and his wife went to 

the attic and saw the rocks still there. She said, 

“That’s what I thought, he went the other way.” 

 

http://www.midgagms.org/
https://www.georgiasfossils.com/14k-shell-bluff-georgias-most-historic-paleontology-site.html
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You can tell man-made diamonds from natural 

ones by use of a magnet. Synthetic diamonds 

will stick to a magnet, natural ones will not.  
*Note: this is due to ferromagnetic inclusion of iron 

and nickel flux according to 

gemstonemagnetism.com 

 

Eddie Williams 
Having grown up in Macon, I really miss the kaolin 
dumps that pock-marked the Huber and Dry 
Branch areas of Georgia.  I know that the world is a 
better place for their reclamation, but I miss the 
fossil collecting that one could enjoy on those 
fossil-laden “hills”.  I was introduced to the dumps 
by Bill Christy, who at that time was also an advisor 
for the geology merit badge for the Boy Scouts.  At 
the time I was a Webloes scout, working on my 
geology badge at that level.  Bill also was very 
involved with the Museum of Arts and Sciences 
and much later would lead trips to the kaolin 
dumps, with approval from the kaolin 
companies.  Following our first trip to the dumps 
with Bill, my father and I would take many trips to 
Huber to hunt for pelecypods, shark teeth, 
barracuda teeth, gastropods, Stingray barbs and 
tail parts, sand dollars and large oyster shells.  The 
fossils were always in the overburden that was 
removed in the strip-mining process and discarded 
in large “hills”.  It was very easy, when dry, to walk 
up and down the hills looking for the sunlight to 
reflect off of a shark’s tooth or barracuda 
tooth.  Pelecypods were also plentiful.  Sand 
dollars were usually complete because much 
limestone surrounded them and protected them 
from being broken.  However, it was difficult to 
remove the excess rock from many.  Sometimes 
specimens were rock free and quite 
nice.  Occasional oddities were found, including the 
find by Bill of a tooth from an extinct deer, at the 
time the only find of one east of the Mississippi 
River.  Government regulations have cleaned the 
white powder from the air, especially in Huber, and 
reclaimed the once barren properties that were 
the kaolin dumps.  Most of those dumps now have 
lakes with docks and nice residences.  If you ever 

own a place around there, don’t be surprised if you 
find fossils in your yard because the reclamation 
processes have surely spread them around.  But I 
really miss the fossil hunting that could be done on 
those dumps. 

 
Ed at the dumps around 1977 

 

News from other clubs 
Donna B. from Athens Rock and Gem Club is 

starting a “Your Specimen, Your Story” in their 

club newsletter “Dops and Digs.”  We do a 

newsletter exchange with them as well as 

others.   

 

As editor, I have asked for stories before about 

your rock hunting adventures and would love to 

have pictures and stories.  As a way to get 

things started, I am putting one in here just for 

fun. 

Editor 

 

 
When I was teaching a friend went to 

visit relatives in Alabama and brought me back 

a rock from a flowerbed.  I love all kinds of 

rocks, gems, and minerals so I kept it on my 

desk as a paperweight.   

One morning as I was getting ready to 

leave for a conference, my sub came in and sat 

http://www.midgagms.org/
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at my desk.  As I picked up my bags to leave, 

she called out to me, “Wait, you are leaving 

your lunch.” Knowing I had not brought my 

lunch, I walked back to the desk. She again 

spoke, “You left your baked potato on your 

desk.” My students began to laugh.  I calmly 

explained that it was a rock and my students 

named the rock SPUD.  Spud came home with 

me when I retired and sits on my desk just as it 

did when I taught.  

 
 

  

             Mid-Georgia Gem Clips 

Official Bulletin of Mid-Georgia Gem 

and Mineral Society 

Macon, Georgia 
 
The Club meets on the First Monday of each 

Month, at The Museum of Arts and Sciences, in 

Macon, Georgia. 
Except: No meeting January, July, and August.  The 

annual Christmas Party is the first Monday in 

December. September the first Tuesday of the 

Month  
Purpose:  To promote the earth sciences, the 

lapidary arts, and the collection, study and display 

of rocks, minerals, and fossils; to promote the 
public awareness of these efforts in educational and 

recreational activities. 

Club Officers: 

President: Bill Mayer, ph. 678-621-3457, 

orebilly@gmail.com  

 

Vice Pres/ Editor/ Publicity: Tina Perkins, ph/ 
478-542-0388, fossilhunterofgeorgia@gmail.com  

 

Secretary: Al Steffanini, ph. 478-396-4279, 

aldosteffanini@hotmail.com  

 
Treasurer:  Susan Hargrove, 86 Clear Branch Rd, 

Butler Ga. 31006,  ph. 478-837-5327, 

susanphilh@pstel.net  

 
Field Trips/ Programs: Jay Batcha, 4220 Cyndy 

Jo Circle, Macon, Ga. 31216, ph. 478-957-5002 

rocky1s@cox.net 

  

Education Chairperson: Tuell Walters, ph. 478-

922-7200, walterstuell919@gmail.com  
 

Web Master: Jim Souter, ph. 478-454-7273, 

jgsouter@charter.net 
 

Mid Ga. Gem and Mineral Society 

Application for Membership 
Name(s) _______________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 

 
Address_____________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 
 

City _______________________________ 

 
State ________ Zip _________ 

 

Phone____________________ 

 
Adult (18-64) $15.00       Junior $ 5.00 

Family (2 adults and 2 children under 18) $25.00 

 Additional children $5.00 
Seniors (65+) $10.00   Newsletter mailed $5.00 

New _______  Renewal ______ 

E-mail 

Address_________________________________ 
List your interests and reasons for joining 

 

_______________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________ 

Make checks payable to:                              

Mid-Georgia Gem & Mineral Society 

Mail to the Treasurer (listed on this page) or 

bring to a meeting. 

 

 

 

http://www.midgagms.org/
mailto:orebilly@gmail.com
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mailto:aldosteffanini@hotmail.com
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Mid-Georgia  

Gem Clips 

 

Official Bulletin of Mid-Georgia Gem 

and Mineral Society 
Macon, Georgia 

 

Member of Southeast Federation of 

Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies 

Member of American Federation of 

Mineralogical Societies 
 

                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mid-Georgia Gem Clips 
Tina Perkins, editor 
106 Brown Dr.  
Warner Robins, Ga. 31093 
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