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Time to learn something! 
Meeting Information 

May cancellations  

The coronavirus is still taking its toll on the 
county. Sadly, we have to cancel our next 2 
gatherings because of it, our May picnic (2nd) and 
our regular May meeting (4th). The executive 
board decided and believes it is in the best interest 
for all not to hold our meetings this spring.  For 
now, the June meeting is still going on its’ regular 
date. I hope we will be able to gather then.  

The Picnic will be moved to the fall and will 
become our Fall Festival and Fundraiser. Stay 
tuned for further timing and details on this and 
other meeting schedules. 

The deadly pandemic is a stressful and 
learning experience for all of us and our country. It 
became clear really fast what is essential and not 
essential. What is important and not so. Pray for 
our families, front liners, truck drivers, farmers and 
grocery clerks.  We will see you soon 

Prez. Box   March 2020 
The Big One 

We all have been rock hunting when we found 
a rock we just had to have, but it was too big 
to bring back home. Well I just found one the 
other day in my own back yard. I was walking 
our small creek looking for big flat rocks to use 
for our firepit walk. Then there it was in the 
middle of the creek exposed by the winter 
rains. A huge giant orange chunk of quartz, 
about 24” cubed. It was all I could do to move 
it. It was coming with me somehow. Being big 
wasn’t the only problem, it was in the middle 
of a stream bed and a long way from any 
mechanical device to get at it. The stream ran 
parallel to the pond dike where there was a 
tractor road. It took a 100-foot rope and 2 
rachet tiedowns to get from the truck to the 
orange prize.  After about 2 hours of huffing, 

puffing, along with several mechanical start 
overs and falling butt first into the creek it was 
finally at the top of the slope.   
It would have been easy to just leave it there 
in its natural setting, but once I got the rope on 
it, it was coming out. Now it sits beautifully in 
our rock garden. Looking at it now, you would 
never know the groaning, sweating and 
countless times crawling under the barbed 
wire fence to bring it to its final resting place.  
It will never tell anyone, but I sure will. 
Bill 
 

Peaches to Beaches 

 
During the time at Peaches to Beaches, Jay 

gave Bill, Pam, Tina and Leslie Ann (Bill and 

Pam’s granddaughter) a quick lesson on how to 

make a Gem Tree.  One of the many 

suggestions from the survey was to have 

classes for the members so this will be one of 

the things we work towards in the next year.   

 
Prototaxites 

430 to 360 million years ago give or take a few 

million years, during the Silurian and Devonian, a 
genus of terrestrial fungi called Prototaxites formed 

large trunk-like structures up to 3 feet wide and 26 

feet in height.  The main tubular cells of 
Prototaxites closely resemble those of the phylum 

Glomeromycota where as its reproductive feature 

placed it with Taphrinomycotina. Viewed from afar 
the fungus takes the form of a tree trunk that 

spreads out at the base suggesting a connection to 
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the space below for “roots”. Growth rings suggest a 

sporadic growth pattern. It was at the time the 
tallest living organism on the planet. Invertebrates 

were the only other multicellular land-dwelling life 

forms. Insects bored into the tissues leaving 
burrows or holes that were sometimes filled in with 

other material.  

First collected by Dawson (1859) who thought it 

was the partially rotten remains of a giant conifer, 
its name and identity were debated up until 2001 

when Hueber of Washington’s National Museum of 

Natural History used morphology to place it as a 
fungus.  In 2007 (Hueber and Boyce) using isotopes 

the argument was put to rest or so it seemed. In 

2010 Prototaxites took a new turn as L. E. Graham 
found that its structures more closely resembled the 

thallus of a liverwort.  The idea though intriguing is 

still hard to accept especially since the large fossil 

has been reduced to nothing more than rolled up 
mats of liverworts created by wind action. There are 

at present 13 different species from numerous 

localities (Canada, Saudi Arabia, and Australia) 
around the world.  

Read more and see pictures at: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prototaxites  

 

Blasts from the past: 
Phenomena (continued) 

 There are three phenomena that are 

produced by reflection of light from inclusions. One 

of these is chatoyancy (pronounced Shah-toy-an-

see). Chatoyancy is the property of a gemstone to 
reflect light in a line resembling the contracted 

pupil of a cat’s eye. The gemstone that exhibits the 

sharpest and most well-defined cat’s eye is a 
chrysoberyl which contains a vast number of 

minute parallel needlelike inclusions. Because this 

variety of chrysoberyl surpasses all other chatoyant 
gemstones in beauty, Cat’s eye is the correct name 

for this variety of the gem species.   

 The minute, parallel needlelike inclusions 

may be cavities or more often included fibrous 
crystals.  The light-colored streak is produced by 

reflections of the light from these inclusions, and 

the streak is always perpendicular to the needlelike 
inclusions.  A high or medium high cabochon cut 

stone produces the most desirable “eye”, because 

this form of cutting limits the reflections that are 

visible from any one direction to a sharp band of 

light.  Reflections are seen from a flat-topped stone 

across the entire surface like a silky sheen of light.   

 In descending order of beauty and value, 
the gemstones in which chatoyant specimens can be 

found are; cat’s eye chrysoberyl, cat’s eye quartz, 

tiger’s eye quartz, hawk’s eye (unaltered 

crocidolite) plus the following gemstones in which 
cat’s eye varieties are more or less uncommon; 

tourmaline, beryl, feldspar, and a few infrequently 

encountered gemstones like scapolite, diopside, and 
enstatite.  

Chatoyancy can be observed by holding a 

spool of silk thread under a single light source. At 
right angles to the threads a narrow chatoyant band 

will be visible on the apex of the spool. The round 

surface of the spool serves the same function as the 

cabochon cut of a chatoyant gem. (April 1988 
James H. Sharpe Jr.) 

More to come… 

Fossil Hunting- Sharks” Teeth 

(April 1988 Wiley Beall- updates appear in red) 

 Middle Ga. is an amateur geologist’s 

dream. The kaolin mines in Twiggs, Washington, 
and Wilkinson Counties abound with fossils which 

have been dated to around 40 million (32-35) years 

old. The greatest prize yet has been Bill Christy’s 

whale- Zygorhiza (Dorudon), which is on display in 
the Museum of Arts and Science in Macon.  The 

keen-eyed hunter can sometimes find pieces of 

whale bone, dental plate, sand dollars, and the most 
numerous fossils, sharks’ teeth.  None of the 

skeletal remains of sharks are found because it is 

made up mostly of cartilage which has long since 

deteriorated. Jack Jones, with 40 years’ experience 
hunting for sharks’ teeth has taken me several times 

and I found quite a few nice sharks’ teeth on my 

first trips.  I did find out that July is not the time to 
go. It gets very hot on that white chalk by 9AM. 

Spring and Fall are the best times to go.   

 I read about another place which abounds 
with sharks’ teeth in August 85 Rock and Gem. 

This is Venice, Florida, the so-called shark tooth 

capital of the world.  After visiting in November 

1985, I will have to agree. After a storm they are as 
plentiful as pecans under a Georgia Tree.  These 

have been dated to between 1.5 and 12 million of 

years old.  I haven’t been able to get back since 85 
but you can bet, I will be returning there sometime 

in the future. 
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***Notes from Editor: 

If you have a tip, a trip, or a memory that you 

would like to share with the club, please send it 

to me and it will appear in an upcoming 

edition.  Deepest sympathy to Sharon Milner 

who lost her mother, Rose.     Thanks 

Trivia Time 

1. Scree' is one of those words that sounds 

like a small, furry critter squealing in pain 

However, what does this term signify to 

geologists? 

2. What color is the Colate Crystal at the 

Smithsonian that sets it apart from its white 

base? 

3. Although it may be a town where the 

Flintstones live, it makes up the earth’s 

crust. What is it called? 

  

             Mid-Georgia Gem Clips 

Official Bulletin of Mid-Georgia Gem 

and Mineral Society 

Macon, Georgia 
The Club meets on the First Monday of each 

Month, at The Museum of Arts and Sciences, in 
Macon, Georgia. 

Except: No meeting January, July, and August.  The 

annual Christmas Party is the first Monday in 
December. September the first Tuesday of the 

Month  

Purpose:  To promote the earth sciences, the 
lapidary arts, and the collection, study and display 

of rocks, minerals, and fossils; to promote the 

public awareness of these efforts in educational and 

recreational activities. 

Club Officers: 

President:  Bill Mayer,  

ph. 678.621.3457, orebilly@gmail.com  

 

Vice Pres/ Editor/Publicity: Tina Perkins 

ph. 478-542-0388, 

fossilhunterofgeorgia@gmail.com 
 

Secretary: Al Steffanini  
Ph. 478-396-4279, aldosteffanini@hotmail.com 

 

Treasurer:  Susan Hargrove,  

86 Clear Branch Rd, Butler Ga. 31006, 

cell. 478-837-5327, susanbphilh@pstel.net  

 

Field Trips / Programs:  Jay Batcha,  

4220 Cyndy Jo Circle, Macon, Ga. 31216,   

ph. 478-784-1965, Cell 478-957-5002 

rocky1s@cox.net  

  

Education Chairperson: Tuell Walters, 

ph. 478-922-7200 

firecomet46@gmail.com 

 

Web Master: Jim Souter,  
ph. 478-454-7273, jgsouter@charter.net  
 

Mid-Georgia Gem & Mineral Society 

Application for Membership 

 
Name(s)_______________________________

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

Address_______________________________

____________________________ 

 

City______________________  

 

State____     Zip Code________  

Phone __________________________ 

Adult (18 to 64) $15.00    Junior $5.00 

Family (2 adults and 2 children) $25.00 

      Additional membership $5.00 

Senior (65+) $10.00   Newsletter mailed $5.00 

New _________     Renewal ______ 

E-mail 

Address_______________________________ 

List your interests and reasons for joining 

______________________________________ 
 

______________________________________ 

 

Make checks payable to Mid-Georgia Gem & 

Mineral Society. Mail to the Treasurer (above) 

or bring to a meeting. 

http://www.midgagms.org/
mailto:orebilly@gmail.com
mailto:fossilhunterofgeorgia@gmail.com
mailto:aldosteffanini@hotmail.com
mailto:susanphilh@pstel.net
mailto:rocky1s@cox.net
mailto:moonbird4665@gmail.com
mailto:jgsouter@charter.net
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Member of Southeast Federation of 

Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies 

Member of American Federation of 

Mineralogical Societies 
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