
Malachite is a very popular mineral with its intense green color and beautiful banded masses. The 

banded specimens are formed by massive, botryoidal, reniform, and especially stalactite Malachite 

that are dense inter growths of tiny, fibrous needles. Dense banded specimens are often sliced 

and polished to bring out their beautiful coloring. The bands may consist of concentric rings with 

interesting patterns; such specimens are highly sought after. These concentric banded specimens 

are most commonly from African sources. Polished, banded Malachite has been carved into 

ornaments and worn as jewelry for thousands of years, and in some ancient civilizations it was 

thought to be a protection from evil if worn as jewelry. 

Malachite is generally found together with blue Azurite, and sometimes the two may occur 

admixed or banded together, forming what is commonly known in the gem and mineral trade as 

"Azure-Malachite". Malachite may also replace Azurite crystals, retaining the original Azurite shape 

but chemically altering it. 

Uses: When found in large pieces, the banded variety of Malachite makes a precious ornamental 

stone. Small ornamental objects, such as boxes and animal figures, are carved out of this 

compact stone, and if properly polished, they can be valuable. Malachite is also used as a minor 

gemstone, and is cut into cabochons and fashioned into necklace beads. "Azure-malachite" is also 

used as gemstone and has the same gem applications as banded Malachite. Malachite is very 

popular among mineral collectors, especially interestingly shaped and banded specimens. It is also 

used as an ore of copper and crushed to make a green pigment. 

Noteworthy localities: There are many places where fine Malachite comes from. Only the best 

will be mentioned here. Much of the original gem material, from which ornaments and jewelry 

were made since early times, was from the large deposits in Yekaterinburg Oblast in the Ural 

Mountains of Russia. 

Africa contains several outstanding Malachite deposits.  The Congo (Zaire) produce Malachite in all 

sorts of odd shapes and forms, and are the source of the best banded, concentric, stalactite and 

sparkling specimens. Tsumeb, Namibia, also contains some of the best Malachite, especially 

Malachite pseudomorphs after Azurite.  Namibia is also an outstanding Malachite locality. Morocco 

also contains fabulous Malachite. 

Australia has the famous localities of Burra Burra. A new specimen producer is China, where 

gorgeous Malachite has come from the Shilu Mine, Yangchun, Guangdong Province. Chessy, in the 

Rhône-Alpes, France, is an old and classic locality, where excellent pseudomorphs of Malachite 

after Cuprite occur in octahedral and even dodecahedral crystals.  Malachite from Brazil is 

especially prolific in Seabra, Bahia. 

In the U.S., Arizona is by far the most prolific producer of Malachite, and the mines at Bisbee, 

Cochise Co., are well known among all collectors for their outstanding variety and quality of 

Malachite. Other important Arizona localities are Morenci, Greenlee Co.; Ajo, Pima Co.; Mammoth-

Saint Anthony, Tiger, Pinal Co.; and the Globe-Miami District, Gila Co. 
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