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Better get hopping. It’s time for a 

meeting on April 4th at 7:00 PM. 

 
Come join the early birds to chat and 

don’t forget to bring a specimen for the 

Mineral of the Month, Opal and the 

fossil of the month, Brachiopods. Jay 

will be talking about Petrified Wood. 
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Upcoming Events 
Savannah River Agate Dig  April 23 

Corbin Gneiss Dig   April 30 

May Meeting Rock ID & Swap May 2 

Picnic and Silent Auction  May 7 

Graves Mountain          May 20-22 

 
President’s Message 

President’s Message 

Everybody mark down May 7th 11:00am to 2:00pm 
as our club picnic at the Museum of Arts and 
Science at the pavilion.  We are planning to go back 
to everyone bring a cover dish and your 

drinks.  The club will be providing the meat (BBQ 
and chicken) along with plates and utensils.  We 
will be having a silent auction so bring some items 
to put in the auction and some cash to buy some 
goodies.  I am looking forward to getting back to 
normal! 

Oh, by the way Bill Mayer will be the field trip 
guide for the Savannah River agate trip on April 
23.  I have a scheduling conflict and will not be able 
to make it. 

Jay 

 

March Meeting Minutes 
President Jay Batcha called the March meeting 

of the Mid-Georgia Gem and Mineral Society 

to order at 7:04 with 15 in attendance. He 

welcomed one visitor Ceilidh, who is 

Virginia’s niece. 

Adoption of the minutes: The reading of the 

minutes from the previous meeting to be taken 

from the newsletter with one correction, the 

Mineral of The Month was Lazulite not 

Lazurite. A motion was made and the members 

approved. 

Treasurer Report: Susan Hargrove gave bank 

C.D. and savings balances. She also mentioned 

collecting money for dues was $90 and $962.00 

from the Club Auction. She said the Club 

Insurance premiums were due this month. 

Programs: Tina Perkins said tonight’s speaker 

was Tuell Walters talking about Mexican 

Agate. She said next month’s speaker was Jay 

Batcha talking on Petrified Wood and May’s 

Club Program would be Rock I.D., Rock Swap, 

and Refreshments. 

Newsletter: Tina Perkins said the deadline for 

members to send in input was March 12, but 

would be extended to the 14th due to the 

meeting date. 

Webmaster: Pam Mayer said the Web Site is 

doing O.K. She needs to put up the last 

newsletter. 

Field Trips: Jay said the Monticello Dig and 

the Club Auction had a great turnout. He, also 

https://midgeorgiagemandmineral.com/
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mentioned the upcoming DMC Summerville 

Quarry trip on March 20, 2022 9-2 P.M. and 

the Savannah River Agate Dig on April 23, 

2022. He said the Mineral Symposium at the 

Tellus Museum is March 19, 2022 was from 9-

5 P.M. and the Graves Mountain Spring Dig is 

in April. 

Old Business: Jay said there were 16 members 

at the Monticello Dig and Club Auction. He 

also thanked Bill and Pam Mayer for the Lunch 

and Auction Barn they provided. 

New Business: Jay said he has reserved the 

Museum’s Pavilion Saturday May 7, 2022 from 

11 to 2 P.M. for the Club’s Annual Picnic and 

Silent Auction. The Club will furnish the meat 

and members are to bring a covered dish and 

drink. There will be a silent auction following 

lunch. Tina Perkins presented a slide show and 

information on purchasing a Club Banner using 

the new digitalized Club Logo. Members 

discussed the options and agreed to purchase 

one Outdoor 2.5 ft. by 6 ft. banner 

and one Outdoor 4 ft. by 6 ft. banner with 

grommets and reinforced edges. There will be 

more discussion on the arrangement of the Club 

Name, Club Symbols and the crescent moons 

for wind. She also mentioned she was getting 

more information on Club hats and t-shirts. 

Mineral of the Month: Tuell Walters said 

Olivine is a high temperature igneous material 

with a hardness of 6.5. It is formed from the 

earth’s lava and also is the August Birthstone 

Peridot found in Stony-Iron Meteorites. These 

Minerals are found in Arizona as Ant beds push 

them up and in Lava Bombs. 

Rock of the Month: Tuell said Marble is a 

Metamorphic Rock that's mostly 

metamorphized Limestone. Has a hardness 

of 4 and is used in building materials, 

memorials, decorative stone and cemetery 

headstones. He also said marble was mined in 

Georgia Quarries with many pretty colors and 

patterns. Members, had specimens on display 

with information and a drawing for prizes 

followed.  

Speaker of the Month: Tuell Walters is our 

speaker of the month and he is talking about 

Mexican Agate. He said Jay Batcha put 

together the slide show of locations, history and 

the many types of Mexican Agates. Jay also 

had a large collection of Mexican Agates on 

display for members to view. Tuell said 

the agates came to be widely known and traded 

when Mexico constructed the Federal Highway 

45 in the State of Chihuahua. He had maps 

showing 12 or more dig sites of many different 

types and that they were Government 

controlled. The Agate is formed from eruptive 

rock and lava flows in the form of Thunder Egg 

Nodules, Geodes and Stalagmites/ Stalactites. 

Mexican Agate's have spectacular colors in 

banding, tubes and eyes with Laguna (vivid 

colors and bands), Apache (clear or hollow 

with quartz or calcite), Luna (eyes like the 

craters of the moon), Moctezuma (pastels) and 

Crazy Lace (irregular and geometric patterns) 

being some of the popular types. A question-

and-answer session followed 

the presentation. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:08 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Al Steffanini 

 

Pictures from the meeting by Al Steffanini 

 
 Looking over all the Mexican Agates 

 

 

https://midgeorgiagemandmineral.com/
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Specimens laid out with names and location tags. 

 

 
More specimens and several books on the agates. 

 

History Fact: Chihuahua was once governed 

by Pancho Villa, who was a general in the 

Mexican Revolution and stored riches stolen 

from loyalist in a Stash House in El Paso, 

Texas that is now a Historic Site. 

Resources 
Boxes for your specimens and label types are 

questions that are always asked.  In the 

February newsletter I shared one box type that I 

use for small specimens (a box that holds small 

round containers-24- that you can put anything 

from cut stones to fragile crystals.  I also like to 

get utility trays from the sporting goods 

section.  If you buy them in the craft 

department, they actually cost up to three times 

more.  They can be divided into several sizes 

by plastic inserts that come with them.  Ozark 

3700 and 3600 trays will run between $2.44 to 

$3.44. 

 
I also use foldable boxes that you can get from 

amazon or make yourself from simple patterns 

on the internet. I actually cut mine on the 

Cricut and then sit, fold, and glue while 

watching tv. 

 
As for labeling, there are different ways to do 

that also.  I put as much information on the ID 

card as possible because that is how I was 

taught to do it, so anyone reading it gets lots of 

facts. Jay does his a little different that I do but 

it is really whatever works for you. Here are 

samples of two types of labels. 

 
This is how I do mine. 

 
Jay does a label this way, but occasionally 

changes things up. 

 

Mineral of the Month 

OPAL 
Opal is hydrated (water) amorphous form of 

silica.  It can be made of as much as 21% 

water. It is actually classified as a mineraloid. It 

is deposited at relatively low temperatures in 

rocks such as limonite, rhyolite, marl, and 

basalt. It is the birthstone for October and helps 

celebrate the 14th wedding anniversary. There 

are two broad classes of opals: precious and 

common. Precious has a play of color and 

https://midgeorgiagemandmineral.com/
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common does not. Play of color simply means 

that there is an optical effect resulting in flashes 

of colored light from certain minerals.  It can 

be colorless, white, yellow, red, orange, green, 

black, brown, blue or pink.  It has a Mohs 

hardness oaf 5.5-6, a subvitreous to waxy 

luster, a white streak, and a specific gravity of 

2.15 on average.   

 
Welo Ethiopia Opal Cabochon with multicolored flashes. 
Mindat.com (public gallery)  

It can be found in 30 of the 50 states including 

Georgia. In Georgia, opal has been found in 

Bibb, Dekalb, Bartow, Burke, Floyd, 

Meriwether, Muscogee, Rabun, Richmond, 

Screven, Washington, and White.  Opal is used 

in jewelry and has been used by the people in 

what is now Kenya as far back as 6000 years 

ago.  It was also revered as a gift for nobility in 

Rome, Egypt, and Greece.  Spiritual healers use 

opal to intensify emotions, and promote 

creativity. 

 

Fossil of the Month 

Brachiopods 
Brachiopods or lampshells are soft bodied, 

shelled animals that have two valves similar to 

bivalves such as oysters and mussels, but which 

make up a completely different phylum.  One 

of the main differences is the line of symmetry. 

Brachiopods often have two different sized 

valves where as bivalves have shells that are 

identical.  Brachiopods originated in the 

Cambrian becoming very useful as indicator 

fossils, but their diversity was greatly reduced 

by the end of the Permian mass extinction 

event.  There are two main groups of 

brachiopods; inarticulate and articulate. Within 

each of those there are many families. 

Inarticulate brachiopods have only muscles 

holding their valves together.  They have 

changed little since they first appeared in the 

fossil record.  There are five major families 

according to Fossils by Fitzsimons and 

McCormick: Linguella (reported in Georgia 

2007), Obolellida, Orbiculoidea, Crania, and 

Lingula. Articulates include Orthida, Leptaena, 

Strophomenida, Pentamerida, Spiriferida, and 

Terebratulida to name a few. Their shells are 

different in that they are wider and longer than 

the inarticulate and that they have a tooth and 

socket arrangement to hold the valves together. 

In Georgia according to georgiafossils.com, we 

have the following Brachiopods: 

Acrothyra (sp.?) 

Lingulella (sp.?) 

Micromitra (sp?) 

Paterina (sp?) 

Wimanella aurialis 

Prototreda (sp?) from the Floyd County area of 

Conasauga Formation. (Reported in a personal 

communication in March 2016 by William 

(Bill) W. Montante. 

 
Lingula fossil  
Mahantango.blogspot 

Fossils may be found in shale and limestone.  

There are over 12,000 species of fossil 

brachiopods in 5000 genera. Some fossils 

measure up to 7.9 inches where as today 3.9 

inches is considered large. 

https://midgeorgiagemandmineral.com/
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Fossil brachiopod 

https://www.britannica.com/animal/lamp-shell 

 

Petrified Wood Locations in the 

United States 
Most people do not realize that there are 

locations all over the USA where you can see 

petrified wood.  I thought this would be an 

interesting article since Jay is planning to talk 

about Petrified Wood in April.  This is not an 

all-inclusive list since it doesn’t mention 

Alabama and many people have wood from 

there, nor does it mention Georgia. It does 

however mention one of my favorite spots, 

Lemmon, South Dakota.  

 

 
It is the world’s largest petrified wood park and 

has a castle and other building constructed of 

petrified wood, fossilized animal bones and 

rounded stone nodules from the Cannonball, 

River.   

 
It was constructed by amateur geologist Ole S. 

Quammen between 1930 and 1932 with the 

help of local men who were given food for their 

work.  Their labors yielded a castle, a wishing 

well, a waterfall, the Lemmon Pioneer 

Museum, and hundreds of pile sculptures-- all 

made of petrified wood. The city took it over in 

1954 and in 2002 it was renovated to return it 

to the 1932 glory days.  There are two 

museums that contain historical artifacts and 

geological history of what can be found in the 

Dakotas and elsewhere.  We found it and a 

grocery store and had lunch at the park while 

traveling from Bismarck, ND to Rapid City, SD 

in 2012.  

 
A large log which had to be cut in two pieces to 

be moved to the site.  

United States – Petrified Wood sites include: 

*Ginkgo/Wanapum State Park in WA State. 

*Petrified Forest National Park in Arizona. 

*Petrified Forest (California) in California. 

*Mississippi Petrified Forest in Flora. 

https://midgeorgiagemandmineral.com/
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*Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument 

near Florissant, Colorado. 

*Yellowstone National Park in Wyoming. 

*The south unit of Theodore Roosevelt 

National Park outside Medora, North Dakota. 

*Gilboa Fossil Forest, New York. 

*Escalante Petrified Forest State Park in Utah. 

*Petrified Springs in Kenosha, Wisconsin. 

*Petrified Wood Park in Lemmon, S. Dakota. 

 

  This is a replacement trip.  The club that was 

to do the April dig is not able to do so.  

Remember that with Covid all digs are subject 

to cancellation. 

 

Saturday, April 30, 2022 

Meet no later than 8:30 AM EST 

Caravan into Quarry at 9:00 AM  

Bartow County, GA 

Registration Required 

 

TRIP: This location is part of the 

Corbin Gneiss Complex. The quarry 

is mining porphyroclastic granite 

gneiss, so the rock there has large 

crystals, e.g., quartz and feldspar. 

The rocks here are some of the oldest 

in Georgia - approximately 1.2 billion 

years. 

 

COLLECTING: We will be collecting 

granitic gneiss with blue quartz. Small 

pieces can be collected by hand and 

larger pieces can be collected with 

hammer and chisel. This material can 

be cut and polished and it also makes 

nice specimens. 

BRING: Tools needed include rock 

hammer, small sledge, chisel, 

scratching tools, buckets, and a spray 

bottle with water to wet the rocks so 

 

you can see the color better. You will 

also need sunscreen and gloves. 

 

REQUIREMENTS: Gloves, safety 

glasses, hard hat, and steel toed or 

sturdy boots with ankle 

support (e.g., hiking boots). No open 

toed shoes allowed. 

 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS: This is an 

active quarry. STAY AWAY from all 

heavy equipment, high walls, ponds, 

and quarry machinery. 

 

TERRAIN AND 

ACCESSIBILITY: There are flat areas 

and areas with loose rock. People 

with mobility issues may have some 

difficulty navigating over and around 

boulders. There may also be soft, 

muddy areas if it rains before or 

during these trips. Collecting areas 

are within 100 yards from where we 

park. 

 

REGISTRATION: Participants must 

register with the online form here. 

 

CHILDREN (Yes): The quarry allows 

children, but they must have adult 

supervision at all times. And, they 

must have all of the required safety 

equipment. 

 

PETS (Yes): No pets allowed. 

 

FACILITIES: There are NO facilities 

at this location. Food and restrooms 

are several miles away. 

ACCOMMODATIONS: There are 

many hotels in Cartersville, GA, which 

https://midgeorgiagemandmineral.com/
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is less than half an hour away from 

this location. 

 

ADDITIONAL 

INFORMATION: Georgia Mineral 

Society members will be available to 

answer questions. There will also be 

a sign-in table with examples of 

collecting material. 

 

DIRECTIONS AND WHERE TO 

MEET: 

Registered attendees will receive 

directions via email. 

Quarry employees will escort a 

caravan into the quarry. You 

are not allowed to drive around the 

quarry un-escorted. Everyone must 

enter and leave the quarry together. 

If you arrive late, you will not be 

able to enter the quarry! 

 

CONTACT: Charles Carter, 770-998-

1127, fieldtrips@southeastfed.org 

 
 

Graves Mountain Dig 

May 20-22, 2022 

Mask must be worn in the common areas. 

The caretaker in charge of Graves Mountain, 

Clarence Norman Jr., has announced plans to 

hold a three day dig and rock swap on the 

Mountain during May and October. He will 

have the mountain open to collecting from 8 

am to 6 pm each day. All participants must stop 

at the welcome table in the Hospitality tent to 

sign a liability release and make a small 

contribution to defray the cost of opening the 

mountain and providing port-o-lets. There will 

be several golf cart-type, four wheeled vehicles 

available to transport those participants who 

have trouble walking long distances. The dig 

will cease and everyone is expected to be off 

the mountain by around 6 pm each day. 

Participants will be allowed to park in a 

designated area on the mountain. 

For more information:  

https://www.gamineral.org/ft/commercial/ftgra

vesmain.html 

 

"FIELD TRIP to GIRARD, 

GEORGIA" 

Saturday, April 23, 2022 

10:00 am 

“SAVANNAH RIVER AGATE” 

(Chert, Agate, Druzy Lined Vugs, 

Fossils) 
Girard, about 30 miles south of Augusta. 

Directions:  To get there from Augusta, GA... 

go south on Bobby Jones Freeway - I-520 to 

State Hwy 56. From here go south 13.8 miles 

and turn left onto State Hwy 23.  From here go 

18.2 miles to the " Jenkins Corner Express/Zip 

n Go ", when you find this point, you're 1.6 

miles north of the center of Girard. Not a big 

place.  We will meet at the Jenkins Corner 

Express/Zip n Go (155 Claxton Rd. Girard, 

Ga.) at 10:00 am. 

 

Girard, is about 150 miles from Macon.  About 

3 hours travel time. 

Directions:  From Macon, Ga… go east on 22 

(Gray highway) continue to Milledgeville once 

you get through Milledgeville route 22 and 24 

split take route 24 to Sandersville, Louisville, 

and Waynesboro continue to Sardis on route 

24.  Once you get into Sardis turn left onto 

route 23 to Girard.  Once you get into Girard, 

on route 23 you come to a stop sign, turn left 

continuing on route 23. The Girard Post Office 

will be on your left. Continue north 1.6 miles 

https://midgeorgiagemandmineral.com/
mailto:fieldtrips@southeastfed.org
https://www.gamineral.org/ft/commercial/ftgravesmain.html
https://www.gamineral.org/ft/commercial/ftgravesmain.html
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on route 23 to Jenkins Corner Express/Zip n Go 

on the left.  Meeting at Jenkins Corner 

Express/Zip n Go (155 Claxton Rd. Girard, 

Ga.) at 10:00 AM. 

If Late:  If you get there late here is the way to 

the site.  From the “Jenkins Corner Express/Zip 

n Go ", turn right out of parking lot (route 23 

south) and continue on for another 1.9 mile and 

turn left onto Stoney Bluff Road.  Go eight 

miles and bare left onto the dirt road, Stoney 

Bluff Landing. From here, go two-tenths mile 

and turn left onto River Road. Go about two-

tenths mile and stop. You should see the rest of 

the group. You can start collecting here.  Call 

Bill Mayer cell 678-621-3457 

 

You won't have any trouble finding the 

material, even pieces with nice color. There's 

plenty here. You can fill a bucket as you wish. 

Please follow rules:  So, stay in the road and 

ditches on either side of the road. But don't 

worry, you'll find more material than you can 

say grace over. And, for goodness’ sake, if you 

pry chunks out of the dirt road, take the time to 

fill the holes. The local folks will raise cane 

about potholes in their road if you don't and the 

County may put a stop to collecting at this site! 

Looking for:  This material is a 

microscopically grained quartz, or Chert, and 

can rightly be called a fossiliferous chert. This 

material is excellent for cabbing, tumbling, and 

other lapidary work and takes a nice polish. 

However, this material is full of vugs, or small 

cavities, and that can be a problem but it 

usually can be worked around. The material 

here will vary from brown, red, green, blue, 

yellow, white, etc. in various shades. You will 

find fossils at this site also, not common. 

Corals, shells, bryozoans, barnacles, turritellas 

and other marine critters may be found in this 

chert.  So, when you pick up the chunks of 

chert lying about, inspect them closely for 

fossils. They're there but hard to find. 

Side trip:  If you were to go back up River 

Road to Stoney Bluff Landing, turn left, and 

follow it for 1.9 miles you'd come to the 

Landing itself at the Savannah River. So, when 

visiting this site, plan on taking your camera. 

You'll want to take some pictures here. And 

take your lunch... go on down to the Landing 

and have a picnic. You'll enjoy it. I saw one 

picnic table at the landing. Lots of beautiful old 

oaks with lots of shade. There's swimming, 

fishing, boating available at the Landing. So go 

on down to the Landing when you go and 

include it in your trip.  

To Bring:  Take your safety glasses, scratching 

tools, crack hammer, your rock pick, and a pry 

bar or long crowbar. Be sure and wear your 

safety glasses and gloves when hammering on 

rocks. It's too late to put them on after you have 

that thing in your eye or cut a finger and it has 

ruined your trip! Take your lunch, something to 

drink and bug spray. 

Call Jay cell#478-957-5002 or Bill cell#678-

621-3457 for more information.  

 

  Catawba Valley Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. 

March 25 – 27, 2022  

The Hickory Metro Convention Center, 1960 

13th Ave Drive SE, in Hickory, NC. 28602  

The Catawba Valley Gem and Mineral Club 

will hold their Golden Anniversary gem, 

mineral, fossil, and jewelry show on March 25, 

26, and 27, 2022 at the Hickory Metro 

Convention Center. The convention center 

is located at 1960 13th Ave Drive SE, in 

Hickory, NC. Hours are 10:00 a.m. till 6:00 

p.m. on Friday, 10:00 a.m. till 6:00 p.m. on 

Saturday, and 10:00 a.m. till 5:00 p.m. on 

Sunday. Admission is $5.00 which is good for  

all three days. Children 12 and under are 

admitted free. Law enforcement officers and 

active or retired military with credentials, 

Scouts and Leaders in uniform will be admitted 

free anytime during this 3-day event.  

Scheduled are many educational displays and 

presentations that will be in operation during 

regular show hours. Some of the areas will 

include florescent minerals, wire-wrapping, 

cabochoning, faceting, and other lapidary arts. 

https://midgeorgiagemandmineral.com/
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Other glass-enclosed displays will feature high 

quality specimens from many United States 

locations and other countries. Drawings for 

regular door prizes will be held every hour. The 

club will be selling grab bags containing 

minerals and fossils for $1.00 each for as long 

as they last. The web page for the club is 

www.cvgmc.com Special Events. For 

additional information concerning the show, 

contact Dean Russell, show chairman, at 

cvgmcsecretary@aol.com or 828 303-1448. 

Link(s): www.cvgmc.com  

 

Tampa Bay Mineral & Science Club of Tampa 

Florida, Inc 

When Apr 2 – 3, 2022 

Where Florida State Fairgrounds 4800 US-301, 

Tampa, FL 33610  

Annual Spring Show - Gem, Mineral, Rock, 

Jewelry, Fossil, Kids Activities, Jewelry 

making supplies, Beads, concession, 

demonstrations, ATM On Site, FREE Parking - 

enter MLK BLVD Gate 10-5 Saturday & 10-5 

Sunday Link (s): www.tampabayrockclub.org 

 

Mid-Georgia Gem Clips 
Official Bulletin of Mid-Georgia Gem 

and Mineral Society 
Macon, Georgia 

The Club meets on the First Monday of each 

Month, at The Museum of Arts and Sciences, in 

Macon, Georgia at 7:00 PM. 

Except: No meeting January, July, and August.  

The annual Christmas Party is the first Monday in 

December. September the first Tuesday of the 

Month  

Purpose:  To promote the earth sciences, the 

lapidary arts, and the collection, study and display 

of rocks, minerals, and fossils; to promote the 

public awareness of these efforts in educational and 

recreational activities. 

 

Club Officers: 

President/ Field Trips: Jay Batcha, 4220 Cyndy Jo 

Circle, Macon, Ga. 31216, ph. 478-957-5002 

rocky1s@cox.net 

 

Vice President: Bill Mayer, ph. 678-621-3457, 

orebilly@gmail.com  

 

Editor/ Publicity/ Programs: Tina Perkins, ph. 

478-542-0388, fossilhunterofgeorgia@gmail.com  

 

Secretary: Al Steffanini, ph. 478-396-4279, 

aldosteffanini@hotmail.com  

 

Treasurer:  Susan Hargrove, 86 Clear Branch Rd, 

Butler Ga. 31006, ph. 478-837-5327, 

susanbphilh@pstel.net  

 

Education Chairperson: Tuell Walters, ph. 478-

922-7200, walterstuell919@gmail.com 

 

Web Master: Pam Mayer, pam5mayer@gmail.com  

 

Mid Ga. Gem and Mineral Society 

Application for Membership 

Name(s) _______________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 

 

Address_____________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 

 

City _______________________________ 

 

State ________ Zip _________ 

 

Phone____________________ 

 

Adult (18-64) $15.00       Junior $ 5.00 

Family (2 adults and 2 children under 18) $25.00 

 Additional children $5.00 

Seniors (65+) $10.00   Newsletter mailed $5.00 

New _______  Renewal ______ 

E-mail 

Address_________________________________ 

List your interests and reasons for joining 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

Make checks payable to:                              

Mid-Georgia Gem & Mineral Society 

Mail to the Treasurer (listed on this page) or 

bring to a meeting. 

https://midgeorgiagemandmineral.com/
http://www.tampabayrockclub.org/
mailto:rocky1s@cox.net
mailto:orebilly@gmail.com
mailto:fossilhunterofgeorgia@gmail.com
mailto:aldosteffanini@hotmail.com
mailto:susanphilh@pstel.net
mailto:pam5mayer@gmail.com
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