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Meeting on June 6 at 7:00 PM. 

 

Come join the early birds to chat. This 

month’s guest speaker is Dr. David 

Schwimmer. He will be speaking about 

Predator-Prey Relationships 75mya. 

There are no newsletters for July or 

August.  The next newsletter will be sent 

out around August 18th for September’s 

meeting. 
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Upcoming Events 
Club Member’s Auction         June 11 

Maiden, NC Dig  June 25 

 
President’s Message 

Hi to all, 

Betty Jones pasted away, and her son Steve 

Jones Donated a part of Jack’s collection to our 

club.  We will use some of the small high 

quantity items for the grab bags.  Keep some 

for the door prizes for our club meeting 

drawings.  The rest will be auctioned off to our 

members on June 11th, 2022.  There should be 

something for everyone such as cutting rough, 

minerals, petrified wood, fossils and more.  No 

equipment at this auction.    See more details in 

this newsletter. 

Do not forget Monday, June 6th is our last 

meeting until Tuesday, September 6.  I hope 

everyone has a great Summer and in your 

travels be sure to look for some interesting 

rock, minerals, and fossils. If you find a place 

for the club to have a field trip that is all the 

better, but whatever you do stay safe! 

We will send out field trip information, as it 

comes out, during the months we are not 

meeting. 

 
President Jay 

May Meeting Minutes 
    
     President Jay Batcha called the May meeting to order at 
7:07 P.M. with 22 in attendance and welcomed visitor Ashly 
Sinyard. Also, he mentioned three new members Jay, Kimberly 
and Grayson Reid from Americus, Ga. 
     Adoption of the minutes: The reading of the minutes from 
the previous meeting to be taken from the newsletter. A motion 

was made and the members approved. 
     Programs:   Tina Perkins said tonight’s program will be 
Rock I.D. with Tuell Waters Identifying, a Rock Swap and 
everyone bringing their favorite specimen and sharing its story. 
A raffle followed and prizes were awarded to members with 
specimens. She mentioned David Schwimmer will be speaking 
on a fossil topic for the June meeting program. 
     Field Trips: Jay mentioned four upcoming Digs with the 

Graves Mountain May 20 - 22, with a golf cart shuttle in and 
out for a fee. He also said there was a Dig in Mississippi on 
May 14, 2022, a DMC dig on June 25, 2022 and at the Tellus 
Museum a combined Micro Crystal Symposium and Field Trip. 
There will be 4 speakers on May 27 followed with a Red Oak 
Quarry Field Trip on May 28,2022 both for a $45.00 fee. Jay 
also said Bill and Pam Mayer met with 3 groups of diggers and 
collected Savannah River Agate on the April Club Dig. 

    Newsletter:  Tina Perkins said the deadline for submitting 
information in the newsletter was April 14 and the newsletter 
would go out by the 18th. 
    Webmaster:   Pam Mayer said she has been posting on the 
Clubs Facebook page. 
    Old Business: Jay reminded everyone the Club’s annual 
Picnic will be this Saturday with Silent Auction and Lunch. Jay 
also said Betty Jones’ son Steve donated some of Jack Jones 

Mineral, Rock and Fossil collection to the club. He asked for 
volunteers on May 13, 2022 to sort out everything with some 
items going to Grab Bags for this year’s fair, monthly meeting 

https://midgeorgiagemandmineral.com/


                        

 2 

Mid-Georgia Gem Clips 
Official Bulletin of the Mid-Georgia Gem and Mineral Society 

   https://midgeorgiagemandmineral.com  Vol. 22, Issue 5, June 2022  

door prizes, next year’s silent auction and the rest will be 
auctioned off at a member’s only Club Auction on June 
11,2022. Pictures and a description of items for the auction will 
be sent out in a separate email. Among the items donated were 
60 already made Grab Bags. 

     Speaker of the Month:   Tonight’s program will be Snacks, 
Drinks, Rock I.D., Rock Swap and members Favorite Rock. 
Many specimens were on display with the Members sharing the 
History and Stories of each. 
     Meeting Adjourned at 8:20 P.M. 
     Respectively submitted by Al Steffanini 

 

 
Dr. David Schwimmer will be our speaker.       

He was born in New York City, but despite the 

urban origin, he has always been interested in 

nature.  He did his undergrad degree in geology 

at University of Wisconsin, Madison; Master’s 

degree in geology at University at Buffalo 

(SUNY); and PhD in paleontology at Stony 

Brook University (SUNY).  His specialty then 

was trilobites, but he has always interested in 

vertebrates. He minored in Physical 

Anthropology and Human Evolution.  He has 

worked for Jacques-Yves Cousteau, and as a 

geologist doing environmental impact 

assessments with an engineering firm. 

   He resumed research on trilobites in 

northwest Georgia after arriving at Columbus 

College (now Columbus State University), but 

also began research on the local Cretaceous 

deposits in South Georgia. He has discovered a 

wealth of fossils in both the Cretaceous rocks 

and the Cambrian rocks in Georgia, most never 

before reported. He has written more than 40 

journal articles, two academic books and a 

monograph, and 75 abstracts on the 

paleontology of the Eastern and Southeastern 

USA.   

   (Dr. Schwimmer will share lots more with 

you at the meeting. His talk for the evening is 

summed up in the abstract below. -editor)  

Abstract:  southwest Georgia and vicinity was 

a seacoast 75 to 85 million years ago, with 

habitats within 40 km. of Columbus including 

salt marshes, estuaries, and sheltered lagoons 

behind barrier islands, sea beaches, and marine 

bays. We have a good fossil record of the 

inhabitants of many of these environments 

from more than a dozen fossil sites. For reasons 

relating to fossil preservability, we have a 

much better record of larger, hard-boned 

vertebrates than of the lower trophic level 

animals. The top predators which are common 

fossils were giant crocodilians and medium-

sized tyrannosaurs, followed by sea turtles, and 

large bony fish. Sharks and rays were very 

abundant, but typically were less than 3 m long 

and many were apparently scavengers.  

Surprisingly few vertebrate herbivores have 

been found aside from duckbilled dinosaurs, 

suggesting that predator-on-predator feeding 

was a common trophic behavior. 

 

There were approximately 18 people at the 

picnic. The club provided BBQ and everyone 

brought sides.  There were over 120 lots for 

people to bid on. Pictures by Al Steffanini. 

 
Bidding heats up. 

 

 
Get the food ready and get your name tag on. 
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It’s all in the family with Andrew and his crew. 

 

 
Fixing plates and eating with friends. 

 

At the publishing of the newsletter, the amount 

made at the auction was not available but 

should be announced in June 6th. If you are 

interested in writing an article please let the 

editor know. 

 

 
 

There are 83 lots that will be auctioned off. 

You will be able to view the lots from 11:00-

12:15. During this time there will also be lunch. 

The club will provide BBQ. Everyone who 

attends will be asked to bring a drink and a 

covered dish.  The auction site is the same as 

last time (in a barn) and the directions to the 

auction and the description of the lots will be 

sent in a separate e-mail.  As mentioned earlier, 

there is no equipment to be auctioned.  You 

must be a member in good standing (dues paid) 

to attend.  
 

 

An Official Field Trip of the Gaston Gem 

and Mineral Club (Gastonia, NC) (HOST) 

An Official Field Trip of Mid Georgia 

Gem and Mineral Society 

 

Saturday, June 25, 2022 

9:00 a.m. Eastern Time    

Propst Farm 

Maiden, NC 

Fee: Ages 14 and up: $30 

Ages 11-13: $15 

Ages 10 and under: Free 

 

NOTE: DMC field trips will continue to be 

planned and scheduled, but may be cancelled or 

rescheduled pending COVID-19 status. If there 

are any changes to a trip, all contacts listed for 

DMC member clubs will be notified via email as 

soon as possible. The DMC trip schedule page on 

the SFMS website 

(https://www.southeastfed.org/sfms-field-

trips/dmc-field-trip-program/dmc-field-trip-

schedule) will also be updated with the current 

status of trips. Lori Carter, DMC Coordinator 

 

  

TRIP: The first “rock” was discovered 

inadvertently on the farm. While 

repairing a tractor, Moton Propst and his 

https://midgeorgiagemandmineral.com/
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son-in-law Ronald Lineberger needed a 

hammer or something to knock a bolt 

through a hole. The handiest thing 

available was a large rock laying on the 

ground. Ronald picked it up and when 

the dirt fell off, he realized this wasn’t 

your average rock. It had an odd shape 

and was heavier than most rocks so he 

put it in his truck as a souvenir. 

  

After carrying that rock around for 

several years, Ronald stopped at a 

friend’s house who he knew to be a 

Rock Hound (Tobe Cash from 

Lincolnton). Tobe was sifting dirt that he 

had just brought home from Hiddenite, 

NC. Upon seeing the “ROCK” Tobe said, 

“Where did you get that?”  Ronald told 

him it came out of his backyard and 

Tobe said, “Let’s go home!” Tobe 

immediately went to Ron’s house and 

crawled around on his hands and knees 

for several hours discovering more of 

the same type rocks. Being a well-

known rockhound, Tobe began bringing 

friends from all over the world to the 

farm which led to what is known today 

as the “Propst Corundum Mine”. 

 

COLLECTING: This is a great location 

to get some nice corundum 

specimens.  Things found here are 

Corundum (var. Ruby, Sapphire), Quartz 

and Kyanite (rare). 

 

BRING: Hand Tools Only -- Buckets, 

Shovel, Pick, Classifier i.e., screen (1/4” 

and 1/2” mesh), Hoe, Gloves, and Knee 

pads, Water and snacks/lunch. 

 

REQUIREMENTS: All holes must be 

filled in before leaving. No drugs or 

alcohol. If you bring it in, pack it out. 

 

TERRAIN/SPECIAL CONDITIONS: We 

will be parking in the yard. You can pull 

right up to the dig site. The digging is in 

red mud, so be prepared to get dirty. If 

we have had rain the digging will be 

easier. 

 

FEE: Fee is $35 per person for ages 14 

and older. Children: $15 for ages 11-13, 

and Free for ages 10 and under.   

 

WAIVER: A signed waiver is required; 

these will be available onsite.  

 

CHILDREN: This is a good site for 

children to learn to dig.  

 

PETS: No pets allowed. 

 

FACILITIES: There are no restrooms 

onsite. The closest is about 3 miles away. 

Food and drink are also about 3 miles 

away. The Gaston Gem club will have 

some water available for those who need 

it. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Hotels 

are available in Lincolnton, NC which is 

about 15 minutes away. We will have 

volunteers working to help identify, show 

you what to look for and how to dig for it. 

DIRECTIONS AND WHERE TO MEET: 

We will be meeting at the Hardee’s 

at 5860 Startown Rd, Maiden, NC 

28650.  This Hardee’s is just off of Hwy 

321. We will be meeting at 08:30 am 

and departing at 09:00 am for the dig 

site. We ask that everyone meet at the 

https://midgeorgiagemandmineral.com/
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Hardee’s.  

Directions from Gastonia, NC 

Take Hwy 321 N to exit 33. 

Turn left at the top of the ramp. 

Hardee’s will be on your left once you 

cross the bridge. 

Directions from Hickory, NC 

Take Hwy 321 South to exit 33. 

Turn right at the top of the ramp. 

Hardee’s will be on your left. 

 

CONTACT: Dodany Garcia, 786-424-

5241, motordanny@yahoo.com 

 

 

Corundum and Kyanite found by 

Peter Falcone 

 

 

Nice piece found by member Jonas 

Boston 

Bell Point Show 

June 3-5 Gwinnett Fairgrounds 

Lawrenceville, Ga. 

Admission $5 Cash Only at Door 

Kids Under 7 Free if Accompanied w/ 

Paying Responsible Adult; Select 

dealers from near and far selling 

extraordinary minerals, jewelry, fossils, 

healing stones, beads, crystals, rocks; 

contact BJ   

Email: mbellpoint@gmail.com 

 

 

MAGMA 

June 17-19, 2022 

 Jacquot & Son Mining; Camp 

Stephens, 263 Clayton Road 

Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-4 

Free 

Indoor and Outdoor Vendors offering: 

Gems, Minerals, Fossils, Artifacts, 

Rocks, Meteorites, Trinitite, Moldavite, 

Silver and Gold Jewelry, Crystals and 

other hobby related items. Food and 

Drink Available Daily. Rain or Shine. 

More outside vendors welcome, contact 

Rick: 828-779-4501 for more info. ; 

contact Richard Jacquot, PO Box 542, 

Leicester, NC 28748, (828) 779-4501; 

Email: rick@wncrocks.com 

 

Echo Valley Gem Show 

Franklin, NC 

July 20-24, 2022 

Echo Valley Showplace (across from 

GLW), 6456 Sylva Rd.; Wed. 10-5:30, 

Thu. 10-5:30, Sat. 10-5:30, Sun. 10-3; 

Free Admission; Dealers from around 

the world selling extraordinary 

mineral, fossils, cabochons, slabs, 

rough rock, jewelry, beads, crystal 

contact BJ; Email: 

mbellpoint@gmail.com 

 

https://midgeorgiagemandmineral.com/
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Sarasota, Florida 

Frank Cox Productions 

August 12-14, 2022 

Sarasota Municipal Auditorium, 8-1 N. 

Tamiami Trail (US. 41), 755 S. Palm 

Ave. #203; daily 10-5; Adult $5.00 

($4.00 if you mention this listing); Show 

& Sale of Gems, Jewelry, Crystals, 

Minerals and Beads; contact Frank Cox, 

755 S. Palm Ave. #203, Sarasota, FL 

34236, (941) 323-3130 

Email: frankcox@comcast.net 

 
Bellpoint Gem Show  

August 26-28, 2022 

 Cobb Civic Center,  

548 S. Marietta Pkwy. 

Fri. 10-5:30, Sat. 10-5:30, Sun. 10-4:30; 

Admission $5 Cash Only at the Door; 

Select dealers from near and far selling 

extraordinary minerals, jewelry, fossils, 

healing stones, beads, crystals, rocks. 

contact BJ 

Email: mbellpoint@gmail.com 

 

 
Blast from the Past 

Jay received lots of past newsletters that Jack 

and Betty Jones had kept over all the years and 

so there will be many new articles coming from 

past editions starting with this newsletter. Some 

are very old and faded. The year below is also 

when the club put in the Museum of Arts and 

Sciences Gem and Mineral Display with each 

member donating materials.   

Editor 

 

January 1975 

*Silversmithing class at the Museum of Arts 

and Sciences each night after it closed for a 

week costing each person $5.00 for the 

museum and then money for supplies. Class 

started February 18th and was done by Jerry 

Abney.  

 

*President Margaret S. Brewer is to be 

interviewed by Del Ward. The show will be 

done in two parts and the first half will be on 

talking about the birthstones for the year. The 

last half will be talking about our club. 

 

*Puzzle of the month 

We have a message from a woman traveler 

trying to get information to a friend about gems 

she had acquired on her journey, but feared it 

would be censored. Can you help find the 

gems? The name of one appears in each line. 

 

I promised to drop a line to you soon. (opal) 

We arrived in India, Monday at noon. 

The robbery last night left me short of things. 

So, I had to shop early for gloves and rings. 

When the plea of a beggar nettled Paul. 

He bought a rutabaga, tender and small. 

We tried to stop a Zebra from running amok. 

And had to rub your rabbit’s foot for luck. 

On paper I do try, but somehow it fails. 

Whenever I spin elaborate tales. 
 
From Gates Rock and Mineral Club, Via Template and Fox 
Rox News- Jan. 1974 
 

The Rocky Mountain Agate (Dendritic Agate) 

 

   It is a mystery to many people how the 

peculiar little scenes and moss spots ever got 

inside such a hard rock as agate. It is the claim 

of geologist that the spots were formed when 

minute cracks and holes in the softer parts of 

the rock were filled with metallic oxides when 

the world was young.  Those oxides make four 

distinct colors and/ or only appear in single 

color in one rock. 

   This theory has been developed through the 

use of high-powered microscopes which show 

little canals which one carried these minerals 

suspended in water. The water dried out, the 

https://midgeorgiagemandmineral.com/
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canals closed so that the naked eye could not 

detect it, but the oxides remained, staining the 

rocks with wonderful designs. 

   The fern-like and branch effects of trees and 

grass come from the fact that these tiny canals 

branch out from a common center. In addition 

to these canals, the rock became flawed in a 

process of shrinking which took millions of 

years placing the stone at seven on the hardness 

scale. 

   The stones have taken on a design that is 

much like ferns seen on a window on a frosty 

night. 
From the Tulip City Conglomerate 

Via The Template 
Via The Geode 

 
 

Beryl 
Transparent beryl crystals that come in 

beautiful colors are used for jewelry and have 

their own names. The mineral occurs as 

prismatic crystals which are sometimes 

terminated with small pyramids.  Specimens up 

to 18 feet long have been recorded. It also 

forms in massive compact and columnar habits.  

The green variety is called emerald.  

 

 
Mindat.org 

Specimen from Columbia 

Other colors include heliodor (yellow), pink 

(morganite), blue (aquamarine), and red 

(bixbite- not usually used because it can be 

confused with bixbyite).  

 
Red beryl- Ruby Violet Claims- Utah 

https://www.mindat.org/min-690.html 

All others are simply the color added to beryl. 

It has a hardness between 7.5 and 8, a specific 

gravity of 2.63-2.92, and a white streak.  

Largest may have come from Madagascar, but 

reports have not been official. 

 

 
Goshenite 

It is found in 33 states including Georgia, 

Alabama, and North Carolina.  Some of the 

prettiest Aquamarine is from Colorado.  Places 

in Georgia include but are not limited to 

Cherokee County, Hart County, Monroe 

County, Oconee County, Rabun County, and 

Troup County.  

 

 
https://www.mindat.org/loc-3597.html 

Mt. Antero, Colorado 

 

 
 

https://midgeorgiagemandmineral.com/
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Fossil of the Month 
“Georgia Fossils Only” 

This month as program and editor that we 

should use this as an opportunity to show off 

some of our fossil finds from the coastal plains 

of Georgia or northwest Georgia.  Many of us 

have been to Jones Pit, Jones Island, and other 

places where we have collected items such as 

sand dollars, sharks’ teeth, whale bones, fish 

bones, mammoth teeth, trilobites and all sorts 

of other fossils. So, bring a couple of your 

favorites and let’s do some sharing. 

 
 

Mid-Georgia Gem Clips 
Official Bulletin of Mid-Georgia  

Gem and Mineral Society 
Macon, Georgia 

 
The Club meets on the First Monday of each 
Month, at The Museum of Arts and Sciences, in 

Macon, Georgia at 7:00 PM. 

Except: No meeting January, July, and August.  
The annual Christmas Party is the first Monday in 

December. September the first Tuesday of the 

Month  
Purpose:  To promote the earth sciences, the 

lapidary arts, and the collection, study and display 

of rocks, minerals, and fossils; to promote the 

public awareness of these efforts in educational and 
recreational activities. 

 

Club Officers: 

President/ Field Trips: Jay Batcha, 4220 Cyndy Jo 

Circle, Macon, Ga. 31216, ph. 478-957-5002 

rocky1s@cox.net 

 

Vice President: Bill Mayer, ph. 678-621-3457, 

orebilly@gmail.com  

 
Editor/ Publicity/ Programs: Tina Perkins, ph. 

478-542-0388, fossilhunterofgeorgia@gmail.com  

 
Secretary: Al Steffanini, ph. 478-396-4279, 

aldosteffanini@hotmail.com  

 

Treasurer:  Susan Hargrove, 86 Clear Branch Rd, 
Butler Ga. 31006, ph. 478-837-5327, 

susanbphilh@pstel.net  

 

Education /Sunshine Chairperson: Tuell Walters, 
ph. 478-922-7200, walterstuell1@gmail.com 

 

Web Master: Pam Mayer, pam5mayer@gmail.com  
 

 

Mid Ga. Gem and Mineral Society 
Application for Membership 

Name(s) _______________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 
 

Address_____________________________ 

 
___________________________________ 

 

City _______________________________ 
 

State ________ Zip _________ 

 

Phone____________________ 
 

Adult (18-64) $15.00       Junior $ 5.00 

Family (2 adults and 2 children under 18) $25.00 
 Additional children $5.00 

Seniors (65+) $10.00   Newsletter mailed $5.00 

New _______  Renewal ______ 

E-mail 
Address_________________________________ 

How did you hear about us? 

_______________________________________ 
Circle your interest(s): 

 

Gems and Minerals Lapidary Fossils 
 

Education  Rocks  

 

Make checks payable to:                              

Mid-Georgia Gem & Mineral Society 

Mail to the Treasurer (listed on this page) or 

bring to a meeting. 

 

 

https://midgeorgiagemandmineral.com/
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mailto:orebilly@gmail.com
mailto:fossilhunterofgeorgia@gmail.com
mailto:aldosteffanini@hotmail.com
mailto:susanphilh@pstel.net
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Mid-Georgia  

Gem Clips 

 

Official Bulletin of Mid-Georgia Gem 

and Mineral Society 
Macon, Georgia 

 

Member of Southeast Federation of 

Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies 

Member of American Federation of 

Mineralogical Societies 
 

                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mid-Georgia Gem Clips 
Tina Perkins, editor 
106 Brown Dr.  
Warner Robins, Ga. 31093 
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